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EDUCATION

University of Colorado, Boulder							 		     Ph.D. Sociology					  
M.A. Sociology									     
Graduate Certificate in Environmental Justice							     
Graduate Certificate in Development Studies

University of California, Berkeley								     
B.A. Social Welfare, with Highest Distinction


RESEARCH AND TEACHING SPECIALIZATIONS

Environmental Sociology, Environmental Justice, Hazards and Disasters, Intersectionality, Racial and Ethnic Relations, Qualitative Methods, Community Engaged Research.


PEER-REVIEWED RESEARCH ARTICLES

Niles, Skye. 2025. “Incarceration and environmental privilege: Prison labor in the ‘playground of the nation.’” Environmental Sociology, 1–12. https://doi.org/10.1080/23251042.2025.2517423

Niles, Skye, Shawhin Roudbari, and Santina Contreras. 2023. “Neoliberal Multiculturalism and the Reformulation of Racial Hierarchies in International Development.” Sociology of Race and Ethnicity 10(2), 249-263. https://doi.org/10.1177/23326492231214450

Glade, Sara, Skye Niles, Shawhin Roudbari, Phaedra Pezzullo, Shideh Dashti, Abbie Liel, and Shelly Miller. 2022. “Disaster Resilience and Sustainability of Incarceration Infrastructures: A Review of the Literature.” International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction, 80: 1-16. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2022.103190

Niles, Skye. 2022. “Colorblind Racism and Market-Based Development.” Sociology of Development, 8
(2): 139–161. https://doi.org/10.1525/sod.2020.0035 
	*ASA Sociology of Development Section Student Paper Award Recipient, 2023.

Contreras, Santina and Skye Niles. 2022. “Building Resilience through Informal Networks and Community Knowledge Sharing: Post-disaster Health Service Delivery after Hurricane Maria.” Environmental Hazards, 21(5): 433-452. https://doi.org/10.1080/17477891.2022.2049191

Niles, Skye, Santina Contreras, Shawhin Roudbari., Jessica Kaminsky, and Jill L. Harrison. 2020. “Resisting and Assisting Engagement with Public Welfare in Engineering Education.” Journal of Engineering Education, 109(3): 481-507. https://doi.org/10.1002/jee.20323

Niles, Skye, Shawhin Roudbari, and Santina Contreras. 2020. “Integrating Social Justice and Political Engagement into Engineering.” International Journal of Engineering Social Justice and Peace, 7(1): 52-64. https://doi.org/10.24908/ijesjp.v7i1.13568

Contreras, Santina, Skye Niles, Shawhin Roudbari, Jill L. Harrison, and Jessica Kaminsky. 2020. “Bridging the Praxis of Hazards and Development with Resilience: A Case Study of an Engineering Education Program.” International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction, 42: 1-8. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2019.101347


RESEARCH ARTICLES UNDER REVIEW

Bermúdez Tapia, Bertha, Skye Niles, Tracy Fehr, Lori Peek, Candace Evans, and Rachel Adams. “Conducting Emotionally Challenging Research: Lessons from the Field.”

Heris, Mehdi, Skye Niles, Alana Wilson, Megan McCurdy, Amy Lacourse, Nickolas Lankau. “Assessing Indoor Heat Vulnerability and Cooling Strategies in Mobile Home Communities in Three Mobile Home Parks in Boulder, Colorado, USA.”


BOOK CHAPTERS AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Ryder, Stacia, Abby Cunniff, and Skye Niles. 2024. “Environmental Inequality.” Elgar Encyclopedia of Environmental Sociology. Edited by Christine Overdevest. Edward Elgar Publishing. https://www.elgaronline.com/display/book/9781803921044/9781803921044.xml

Roudbari, Shawhin, Germane Barnes, and Skye Niles. 2021. “White Space: The Architecture of Institutional Racism.” Association of Collegiate Schools in Architecture annual conference paper.

Niles, Skye and Shawhin Roudbari. 2020. “Design, Politics, and Infrastructures of Immobility.”
PLATFORM. https://www.platformspace.net/home/design-politics-and-infrastructures-of-immobility

Niles, Skye and Santina Contreras. 2019. “Capitalism, Colonialism, Crisis and Care.” iREC: Disrupting the Status Quo: Reconstruction, Recovery, and Resisting Disaster Risk Creation conference paper.

Niles, Skye and Santina Contreras. 2018. “Social Vulnerability and the Role of Health Care Workers after Hurricane Maria.” Natural Hazards Center Quick Response Grant Report. https://www.preventionweb.net/publication/social-vulnerability-and-role-puerto-ricos-healthcare-workers-after-hurricane-maria

Niles, Skye, Santina Contreras, Shawhin Roudbari, Jessica Kaminsky, and Jill L. Harrison. 2018. “Bringing in ‘The Social’: Resisting and Assisting Social Engagement in Engineering Education.” World Engineering Education Forum – Global Engineering Deans Council Conference on Peace Engineering conference paper.


RESEARCH TRAINING MODULES

Bermúdez Tapia, Bertha, Tracy Fehr and Skye Niles. 2020. “Conducting Emotionally Challenging	     
Research.” Natural Hazards Center Training Module, University of Colorado Boulder. https://converge.colorado.edu/resources/training-modules/


PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS

Carcerality and Environmental Injustice in Mobile Home Communities. 			    2025
Association of American Geographers Annual Conference. Detroit, MI.

Preparing for Extreme Heat in Mobile Home Communities.					    2024
With Valentina Serrano Salomón, University of Colorado Boulder; Marda Kirn, EcoArts Connections; Luz Galicia, 9to5 Colorado; and Erin Edwards, Colorado Energy Office. Public presentation for Boulder and Denver mobile home residents. Boulder, CO.

Carceral Features of Settler Colonialism: Prisons and Boarding Schools.			    2024
American Sociological Association Annual Conference. Montreal, CAN.

Carceral Frontiers.										    2024
Association of American Geographers Annual Conference. Honolulu, HI.

Carceral Landscape: Prisons and Play in Cañon City, Colorado.				    2023
American Sociological Association Annual Conference. Philadelphia, PA.

Carceral Roots of the Centennial State: Prisons, Pollution and Play in the U.S. Prison Capital.    2023
Association of American Geographers Annual Conference. Denver, CO.

Neoliberalizing Race in International Development.						    2022
American Sociological Association Annual Conference. Los Angeles, CA.

Conducting Emotionally Challenging Research.						    2020
Natural Hazards Center, University of Colorado Boulder.

Politicizing Engineering Pasts, Envisioning Engineering Futures. 				    2019
Engineering, Social Justice and Peace Conference. Windsor, NY.

Ethnography, Engineering, and the Space In Between.						    2019
Engineering, Social Justice and Peace Conference. Windsor, NY.

Health Care and Disaster Governance after Hurricane María. 					    2019
Pacific Sociological Association Conference. Oakland, CA.

Interrogating Whiteness and Masculinity in Trans and Non-Binary Spaces. 			    2019
TRANSforming Gender Conference. Boulder, CO.

Bringing in “The Social”: Resisting and Assisting Social Engagement in Engineering Education. 2018
World Engineering Education Forum: Global Engineering Deans Conference (WEEF-GEDC) 
Conference on Peace Engineering. Albuquerque, NM.
		
One Year after Hurricane María: La Lucha del Pueblo Puertorriqueño.				    2018
Natural Hazards Center. University of Colorado Boulder.



TEACHING 

Environment, Society, and Social Change. Chapman University.			         Fall 2025	

Deviance in U.S. Society. University of Colorado Boulder.				         Fall 2024
								      
Global Human Ecology. University of Colorado Boulder. 				      Spring 2023

Environment and Society. University of Colorado Boulder.				    Summer 2022
	              
Environment and Society. University of Colorado Boulder.				       Spring 2022

U.S. Race and Ethnic Relations. University of Colorado Boulder.			          Fall 2021

Guest Lecturer	          Fall 2021
“Race and Education.” U.S. Race and Ethnic Relations. University of Colorado Boulder.

U.S. Race and Ethnic Relations. University of Colorado Boulder.	        Fall 2020

Guest Lecturer	     Fall 2020
“Race and Education.” U.S. Race and Ethnic Relations. University of Colorado Boulder.

Guest Lecturer	    Fall 2020
“Environment, Disasters, and Health.” Social Disparities in Health (graduate course). University of Colorado Boulder.

Social Construction of Sexuality. University of Colorado Boulder.			       Spring 2020


GRANTS AND AWARDS

University of Colorado Boulder Community Impact Grant ($4,996)	2025
Grant co-recipient: Valentina Serrano-Salomon

University of Colorado Boulder CIRES Innovative Research Grant ($29,929)                             2024
New Approach to Understanding Climate Risks in Colorado Mobile Home Parks. 
Grant co-recipients: Katie Clifford and Colleen Reid. 

University of Colorado Boulder Boulder Community Impact Grant ($5,412)                              2024
Partnership for Climate Resilience in Mobile Home Communities.

University of Colorado Boulder Institute of Behavioral Science Research Grant ($1,000)	2023
Carceral Landscapes: Prisons, Pollution, and Play in Cañon City, Colorado.

University of Colorado Boulder Graduate School Summer Fellowship ($6,000)		    2023
Carceral Landscapes: Prisons, Pollution, and Play in Cañon City, Colorado.

University of Colorado Boulder Sociology Department Summer Dissertation 	2023
Writing Funds Award ($750)	
Carceral Landscapes: Prisons, Pollution, and Play in Cañon City, Colorado.

Beverly Sears Graduate Student Grant ($1,000)	2023
Incarceration and Environmental Injustice in Cañon City, Colorado.

American Sociological Association Section on Sociology of Development.			    2022
Student Paper Award. “Colorblind Racism and Market-Based Development.”

University of Colorado Boulder Sociology Department Research Funds Award ($1,500)	2022
Incarceration and Environmental Injustice in Cañon City, Colorado.

Center to Advance Research and Teaching in the Social Sciences Grant (CARTSS) ($1,495)	    2022
Incarceration and Environmental Injustice in Cañon City, Colorado.

Beverly Sears Graduate Student Grant ($1,000)							    2022
Incarceration and Environmental Injustice in Cañon City, Colorado.

University of Colorado Boulder Sociology Department Research Funds Award ($1,500) 	    2022
Incarceration and Environmental Injustice in Cañon City, Colorado.

Vaughn-Tardif Fellowship ($27,970)								    2021
Equitable Alternatives to Incarceration in Cañon City, Colorado.

University of Colorado Boulder Sociology Department Research Funds Award ($500)		    2019
Disparities in Rural and Urban Healthcare Recovery in Puerto Rico after Hurricane María.

Beverly Sears Graduate Student Grant ($1,000)							    2019
Disparities in Rural and Urban Healthcare Recovery in Puerto Rico after Hurricane María.

Center to Advance Research and Teaching in the Social Sciences Grant (CARTSS) ($1,000) 	    2019
Health Care Disparities and Hurricane María.

University of Colorado Boulder Sociology Department Research Funds Award ($500) 	    2018
Health Care after Hurricane María.

Natural Hazards Center Quick Response Grant ($2,000)					    2018
Sociodemographic Factors of Hurricane Related Deaths and Health Care Worker’s Response. 
Grant co-recipient: Santina Contreras.

University of Colorado Boulder Sociology Department Research Funds Award ($750) 	   2018
Sociodemographic Factors of Hurricane Related Deaths and Health Care Worker’s Response.


SERVICE AND MENTORSHIP

Valentina Serrano-Salomon, PhD Student, Sociology, University of Colorado Boulder	    Summer 2024
Research project: Climate Risks in Colorado Mobile Home Parks. 


PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

American Sociological Association 	

Association of American Geographers	         
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